
Our mission
– to strengthen and develop public health
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Everyone has the right to feel well

• Good health is the most important thing in life to most people.

• Public health in Sweden has improved significantly.

• Public Health Sweden has responsibility for all aspects of public 
health and reports to the government directly.

• Preparedness, prevention, post-onset-control, outbreaks, law-
making, evidence based information to the politicians etc have 
rendered this mopdel very fruitful
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International cooperation

• The agency is actively engaged in 
public health work within for example 
EU and WHO.

• We are a national focal point for these 
organisations concerning international 
health threats.

• Through cooperation with other 
stakeholders we contribute to the 
implementation of Sweden’s policy for 
global development.

• We actively build capacity for public 
health structures and high consequence 
pathogens on most continents in tight 
conjunction with WHO
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The Swedish perspective
From death sentence to chronic disease and high quality 
of life 

Thomas Tolfvenstam, MD, PhD

Infectious Disease Consultant

The State Epidemiologists’s office
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In total about 7000 
patients infected
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How attitudes and stigma has gradually weakened as the disease slowly 
has lost it’s death sentence aura and replaced it to a lifelong disease of 
high quality of life.
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Number of  reported cases of  HIV transmitted in 

Sweden 2006-2015
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Number of  reported cases of  HIV per transmission route 2005-2015
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TB-cases in Sweden 1989 – 2016 by origin
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New IT-tools for follow up and 
oversight
Inf Care HIV

7000 patients enrolled in Sweden. Finland 
is just starting up
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Individual patient follow up

Graph: Quality register

V Svedhem KS 2017
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Cost free treatment, close monitoring 
of resistance development, CD4+, 
(individual regimens),compliance to 
treatment, social support, intense 
TB-care/treatment and drug addict
treatment (substitution therapy, needle 
exchange programs) are all imperial 
for success.

Indispensible arsenal

TEAMWORK



Legislation



a) Patients are obliged to attend medical visits

b)Intentional spread is a criminal act (very small problem)

c)Drug addicts can be forced to treatments program to enable 

antiretroviral treatment. 

d) Needle exchange prevent new infections

e) Large problem in the immigrant population that they often 

are sent back obliterating effective treatment and preventing 

safe deliveries



2014 The “non-mandatory disclosure act”
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Infectiousness in treated HIV infection
Knowledge base from the Public Health Authority and 

Reference Group for Antiviral Therapy (RAV)


